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Abstract Static and dynamic analysis of software is always present in software distribution. As an
extension of code obfuscation, virtual machine software protection provides the possibility to
defend against MATE(man-at-to-end) attacks. Due to the lack of review articles in this field, this
paper reviews and collates this issue. The existing problems in the development of virtual machine
protection were first pointed out. Then, the structure of virtual machine software protection was
introduced, its security was analyzed by citing related articles. And at last, a summary of current

work was given, and the future research directions were envisioned.
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RASE M (code tamper) B B 5 55 — 7 T 2 4G5
1B ¥ (code obfuscation) | ¥ {4 7K Ell (software water-
marking) . &4 B B 2k (software tamper-proofing)
SEQRAPE TG T B AR AR LR 47 (virtual machine
protection, VMP)" "V #5 KFE i | BH 1k T %1 X 5K
PF RS R 25 3 A AR R AR R < XS R
Fr PR AP B A RS B2 — 3 T B o I i 5 7%
A AE XA A I T XF R A R RS — i AR
Fo b AERR PR IS AT I 8 A R X A 8 AR A il
BT A 2 88 )50 5 2 R AT 32 T SE B AR I 5
A1 L.

TEFE— L3 VMP 54075 1 5 20 9
R AHIL A T Ak 08 T8 T S5 A — A AR UL

D 7 iR A5 2 R B 25 5L ik — 2 A
TERE AL C0E )2 9000 i AR B AR O 1 1 & 42
BT T Z (0 F] e R AR A R DL AE X S 0 2 g, W] L
25 B UL 53 R R 48 9 M U AL N A A8 9 U
B 1 SR AE R G R R B, 5 & S A
7 T A4 K B0 4K AU X 25 i A R AR AL an R 1 TR
REAUMLAE S 9 R 004 1 ok A s S B 00 2 o R U
() %5 7 Z G0 ik 381 L S E AL AR B ORI KO0 A
T B R AR AR AR LR SRR K 11 R RLBIL 1
&3 (virtual machine protection) 8% # & L IR 1&
(virtualization-based obfuscation) . 52 Fi (1 & i 2
84 B FL AR A AT WIS R R A R B8 L o oA i 2
L8 T RE B0 Ak TR B 2 56 T R 4 A
TAER A 34k T2 58050 B A 53 & P g U
T84 42 BN GR L mT LA S PR A 32 A S B A0 Y
WO AR SCESE T ) VMP J2& 35 58 900 1) 1 401
DI SRS T =R L 7S oui N

2) Collberg 55 N\ 45 2 22 (1 28 v FH P A6 5K
PRz A R gr v B 2 32 3 2 % 0 B AL, O B R Y

K1 LR

FH P AR AT DA B R A OB A g [A] e R
Hl PR, B & & 5 % MATE 3 (man-at-the-
end attack) ™ FIEARAL 1Y 7 & Y (white box at-
tack) ™ X FRAFHAT 58 4 U Rl AR 2 LA F
AT RAPAAT AT 25 28 B 0 IR B0 #3285 503l 28 0 A AL
T BRAF R A 38 47 1 A 3B A5 2 B8 S i L G faf 78
AR 26 1Y Bk 7 5 b ORI AR R R A fE R
VMP 5L £ figf PR ) [7) AL

FU X T VMP 37 8 B di 17 AR H A 1]
W ASIFIRAA G — 12 e, SCHERL9-10 1INy VMP £
PR AT LA W B Maude 58 AN R S A B O
AR AR Tk A B A B b DR BRA T s SR 12 1A
Collberg 7E B IR ARSI VE #1743 28 1 SC = 4
H i “table interpretation”{# J& 4 H & BIHL AR 414
Y HEIE L PR R R AH DG 1Y B b 2 2 B 4 R
AR5 5 72 Ry AN T[] 1 R 80 MLAR A% 5 O 38 3 e e 2 0F
PR R ARAT R AROE T TR 11 e [ 15 RV
B 0 2 38 AF RS Ml KPR Y B T HE T, i VMPro-
tectt', Themida™™ , Code Virtualizer!'™ %5, il T
b BRI 2 R FUHT 22 1 OC T T U Y & . [R] S T
Yt VMP 35 [ . il VMPROTECT (https : //github.
com/eaglx/ VMPROTECT ), rewolf-x86-virtualizer
(https://github. com/rwipl/rewolf-x86-virtualizer) ,
Wit — 2B HEZ) T A OCH AR BB 5.

T AR A B SR A R AT
H¥eHiE T virtual machine protection, virtualiza-
tion-based obfuscation, emulation-based obfusca-
tion, software protection, i L HL 4K 4 1& 37, & U
HLAE R | AR S5 o 4 R 18 SCEUE PR TR R
The DBLP Computer Science Bibliography Chttps://
dblp. uni-trier.de) , Web of Science (https://apps.
webofknowledge. com ), Scopus Chttps://scopus.
com) , Semantic Scholar Chttps://www. semantic-
scholar.org) , 91 [E 1 B Chttps://www.cnki.net).
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PEAT 5347 DAL 4 T LIS B0 40N 4518 -

D 3T JLAE SRR VMP f0F 58 S S %5 45 Tk
Je PR A2 T R U R T 5

2) b 2 B 2 M T T R T O Il
s PRI = A BT O A BOR A BEIE A
B B 22 R B X BRIk e S — )2 i i T [
AL

B4 SeEs

2 ERIILLEH

VMP 1E R FAF LR 1 — b 5 ik A R 2 AR
T IRA 1Y — R AE (i i J 19 25 T 2 fUJ I e —,
TE AL TR T - [R) IR V8 AR ABL . X 98 A e 3 A7 742 0B 4k
B AR PRAIE I A T R R T A R R A O Y
PR AT S e s VIMIP IR U O 2k 1 S A
£, VMP Hra] DL R I 7 2 2547 B B 28CR 59
SRETNA T b E AR O 32 5 SR VMP R B
¥ A% A0 35 - K A HLF8 4 4 (virtualization instruc-
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H A

tion set, VIS) . & A #L f# B £% (virtualization in-
terpreter) fll jg #81 _| F 3¢ (virtualization context),
HEERME 5 Prs.
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JE AU BIL A o s AR SLAILFE 4 B 02 VMP 1 #%
i o B AT L A P RN AT 2805 34 57 i A 5 Tl
PRI A R 2 DL R AL FE 2 o T AL i T i R 0%
DAL 174 322 B A B S T 7 ) S A T SCL P Y Ak P
FRIHEET 2 D F 2 4y & 4 (dispatcher) I
b BB AR Chandler, HFK 2 A J5 - 4b 2 ok 4500
BT RPHE 4 0 HUhs -2 - pAT n s, 2 i B
o THT 0 422 A3 4 K 0L 98 2 )L 1 S5 i@ i dispatcher
K F X B handler 4b ¥ .58 , handler £ M K 4
BL B SO 5 o 38 8O 7 %) B0k - 58 BORE I 1Y 22
LB B2 R

A dispatcher WY TTFAI LIy 2 K& T
4T (decode-dispatcher) i J5 M F L &R
ARt 75 200 R AR T G P 6 (b) TR il R
AR WCE R SUMLAE 2> 4 8 1 J & an AT PR L B
XY handler #4742 FREAT, EE X ok FE L H
b PR E HE AL AE 4 B0 I8 B AR L 10 S i Y
REAUAL BT S 9 HdiE o DA R 8L B B B8 0B [l 3 i
FALFREE I 55 0 AR (0 HE B L 5 A7 4% AR A AL
G5 BT A, — ey 52 8L 5 8 while i 25 4
PRI E switch 544, 3 switch case FEATA KM
I3 AL SR B S 6 PR B8 R R T AT {H X
(RS2 4b BB 4R 1 IR R fd ] switch fR7EHR 2 B Bk #%
f3 4% dispatcher 1 handler Z [A] B Bk %% , I A= 7 )
[f] dispatcher 2 [B] i Bk F%. BT LA T 42 /5 A2 7 10 R
RO oy —Fh S 5 220 & R AL (threaded).

& 6  dispatcher 28 5
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T TR RN i B 25 2 B A dispatcher [N
F14 ) 4 B 7 5 4 Ry handler J& 3 U3 0 4 B 42 Bk 5%
TE AT 58X B B handler 3248 )5 . B 1L ML 2 F —
A handler #4754k B, Sy Y 2 (8] 462 IS 1] Y 56 W
VMProtect HYEATZE A M Y 4n& 6 (o) fir
N ABXS T2 2 i 48 42 )7 41 ¥ M £ handler 4b #H
RIS 0 T o 3 23 ) F 4 B 1T B kg — ol 47 40 PRk
L TR A S R T R B A 48 4 r A A R
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Jii7R.

3 EMIREESH

VMP {91 ey K 2 Fvi 500k 155G
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LA # g oy VMP g n] LS5 H
PRI HEAT RO B3R AL AN & gt
BB AH VMP [ B 80 1 % e TR F
F4 8 R 22 A P T R T ).

3.0 SXEBMAEER K

H A2 A BB X R SR A B g T vk B A
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handler i [l ; # ] switch XJ 7 (9 Bk 5% 242 1 31 530 1
HESBLA AT U0 s 8 F R JLBL 1 T SO IR 4 5
K SUBILAE D 3ol it o 3 40 i A5 R A A O
WA AR SCHRE1 2 B T LA Y 4y BT T 0k
37 s AR 3.

Rolles™" 1 Y th 5 T K LS 4 1 Bt . 43
6 LB x86 ALY EAUMLICHY L I x86 45
A s DX LA T 396 16 70 A SR HORE SUUPL A S0A T 3
SCOF RS A B v ] 3R L XA AR R T 1K
2) K I K UL 9 A H.3) b A R I S A ) R T
[F] 5 45 4 A 119 48 4 4R 5[] . Jf: {1 1 DU DC fic 24
415 4 19 25 534D B KE UL 48 A1 B e A2 g v ] 4R,
50 % A B A v T A QRS BEA T A A Ak BE.6) A A x86 AL
fih, B 9% 2 35T VMProtect B FFEME T T B

A E 20 A R AL 7 — o il ik i SULBL 1 v =KL 3
Rl SCHRLS4 ]t 2 56 T R ML Z5 # X VMP g 47
FRAS AT » LA S B0 ) 8 L 10

T8 ST R BOE R T B A X AL
(R 2R R0 A A B2 M DR T o 1) B30 A A 4 o O
N EEUE AE SIS S AT L T5 R T B R AR
H S S PTG S R U PL AR A 5
Prig 4 Wit 56 R A9 B M. Coogan™™ 3 T & 2 8 1
WA 2R e 0 X — B B X R LA IR Y AR
85 LA ZR G808 1T AH O 2 500 B UE X HAH 5G 1) 4
A FEAT I8 VA Ak B, DT S B AR AR rh E S R
A B9 TR R S b 7R R A iU R L T
P —{di F 4% (use-define chains) , b T ¥k /NS 2 % f#
T i 1 AR D 6 3 2ok Xk ki 48 Ak 10 4 4 2E AT 4R
P o B HEEE T U0 Y 48 A 45 B0 g AR A i
S 75 A8 A B AT 4 1 3t 0 A A () A SR
TSR 5 PR AR T 0 45 ) 1% SCTE X il R i TS AT:
fap i $ A B 15 B0 L BO T A ROR B H AR b
P4 SCHR (49 15X switch 73 &5 X Y R
FABLORAF A0 A0 IS ) B9 B8 0 BT L 15 20 B X
RESALOR 575 79 A2 e 47 0 B 38 3 P00 22 LA
AR BN 98 4 JEAT IR SCZY T S UK B g X TR
BRI R x86 F5 4 I AL I R 45 U L
[F] i 2% B B AT 19 VMP 22 4 R 3 0 S B, X
FESIAT A — & B HRBUAE T At — 28 e a5 5
Z e XSRS AT AR TR A b B 1 AT S PuAT
545 BRF ) BB 1 52 B0 )y B8 R AT WA 5 SCk (51 ] i
Bl 2 35 25 1 A DT 552 300 6F R 40048 4 1 A 80 2
] 5 S R e kT R LR IR Hog g s i
S3HT 7 2 T LSS G R S T i LR 4R A R
SRR

Br T BRAR B R 7R Ah L EE XS VMP R AR T
A GG W5 A 0 SOk [44 148 H 4T X
FABL A A3 3 Bt 52 BT R 40098 4 Tl A Ml 4 4
550G 28 B3 5t s (ELXE T 0003 o3 A 60 4 3 5L 2 FR
TR W 9 52 et IE I SRR 12 48 H Y, a2k
XA EAT oy ) A O B0 R AR A AR PR
I M2 52 B — 5 19 i [/ 7R R 5T VMP %
AP B 22 1 SCRE G TR By 2 ML M, T 2 T
SEREPE T SCHER (55 1% e i o 52 59 3 1k B A Y
VMP 5¢ 8% 75 1 b 52 Bk
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AT N S CHE 2 B R DL b SR TH 2R - I g AT LA
5 By HAME S b E] 5 5 AL AR L ZUR
2 B T8 EPLE S B C R,
PRI, G 2R m) DL 58 3 i e A %)k AU AL 98 2 2R AT B
e ml 28R AR BT A Y T S R R AR
22 18 SCHRBIF 5 B R7E 7 D00 i i T i 1) 22 4 P i
Begsh dispatcher 1 handler #4 % . 32 10 25 4= P Y
TN V5 3 W 5 2 4 M 0 G s — 25 A R A
SEIAY AT 55 a2 X 29 % 0 B 5 OC R AT A RO Ak
B BT LA DR ORI LUUE T 2 B By i S 5C &%
HI g #8138 & #1 dispatcher 2 [8] B4 W 4, dispatcher
Fl handler Z [] () WL, PRIIGAR 22 09 SCREAE 48 4 )2
R T Z R i 5 52 SCER 24 T4 B B B
[ R N (Rl D Rl N o S
[27-29 1B \H8 2 Z FE AL FIBEALIL A T, A &2 4%
RS O 2 B S k. o — T O T 4R AR
15 KU AAE 5 AT B9 RE O, SOk (25 3 2o 42
T 175 A ORI S AL A R AR AT XM B
A 4G AR WL X 1 218 SCHEFT RO 1
YiSLirE

[F] B, PR Ry 48 4 2 G DR 4 0y S0 R 1 — 8
TFAH 26 3w i 8] LA B AR e ok AR B 7 i AT 1
P IR I [ R R B 2 o A % 4R
BB Y A L DL SO RE — T P RE L iR B
HE LA B 2 2 i UL AIL A B 2 1 2 B 2C
T A 5 A 200 s R 2 19 ) e B3 O 3R, SOk
(36 32 i A T 1R ¥ - T2 38 2 R 23 & 4% g i
1 CPU sz P X} dispatcher B9/ %% e 5 . M T 52
PR BRAT R AU MLREE A 7 125 i HIRL.

H Al A SCER BT e B B AL T R R 2
YER T x86 284y . A D BOC T B T 857 & Y S
P75, Sk L40 T4 B2 7 LLVM 52 3 i 1)
B DT S 30 85 °F 5 1

I S AN FE U0 WY Y R A RO B O O
4 1 FH 2 r VIMIP (1 1 450388 A AT A it mT
PAT SO o] DL A 2 iy R 4 g X
C# FEVRIS 2RI T R bR A 1 T2 5 %t
JavaScript A AT B BHLLR AP 44 JavaScript 1
575 k) WebAssembly, 2R J5 41 X WebAssembly
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